
3 John
Exegetical Notes

1 The elder unto the wellbeloved Gaius, whom I love in the truth.

ο πρεσβυτεροϖ γαιω τω αγαπητω ον εγω αγαπω εν αληψεια

This short letter by John is written to a man named Gaius.  We know very little about
Gaius except what we find in this short letter.  However, we can say that Gaius apparently
was a godly man who served in one of the many churches over which John presided.

2 Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy
soul prospereth.

αγαπητε περι παντων ευχοµαι σε ευοδουσψαι και υγιαινειν καψωϖ ευοδουται σου
η θυχη

This verse is not a prescription for the health and wealth gospel as some would like to make
it.  Rather it is a greeting to a friend.  When we say hello to our friends we do not wish them
calamity or misfortune, rather we wish them well.  John’s greeting to Gaius is no exception.
Gauis’ soul prospered, and John merely wished that physcially he would prosper in the
same way.

3 For I rejoiced greatly, when the brethren came and testified of the truth that is in thee,
even as thou walkest in the truth.

4 I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth.

εχαρην γαρ λιαν ερχοµενων αδελφων και µαρτυρουντων σου τη αληψεια καψωϖ
συ εν αληψεια περιπατειϖ
µειζοτεραν τουτων ουκ εχω χαραν ινα ακουω τα εµα τεκνα εν τη αληψεια
περιπατουντα

Here we see the concept of truth again.  Gaius walked in the truth, and as a result his
reputation preceeded him.  John’s great desire as a pastor was that all his flock would walk
and live the truth that he proclaimed.  When he heard that his children walked in truth it
brought great joy to his heart.

5 Beloved, thou doest faithfully whatsoever thou doest to the brethren, and to strangers;

6 Which have borne witness of thy charity before the church: whom if thou bring forward on
their journey after a godly sort, thou shalt do well:

αγαπητε πιστον ποιειϖ ο εαν εργαση ειϖ τουϖ αδελφουϖ και τουτο ξενουϖ
οι εµαρτυρησαν σου τη αγαπη ενωπιον εκκλησιαϖ ουϖ καλωϖ ποιησειϖ
προπεµθαϖ αξιωϖ του ψεου

Gaius followed the pattern of the lady to which John addressed his second letter.  The
difference between these two is that in 2 John the warning is against receiving those who
deny Christ, in this letter the warning is against rejecting those who do preach the truth.
Gaius did not have this problem, however, as John heard reports back from those to whom
Gaius showed hospitality of his character and care for them.
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7 Because that for his name's sake they went forth, taking nothing of the Gentiles.

8 We therefore ought to receive such, that we might be fellowhelpers to the truth.

υπερ γαρ του ονοµατοϖ εξηλψον µηδεν λαµβανοντεϖ απο των εψνικων
ηµειϖ ουν οφειλοµεν υπολαµβανειν τουϖ τοιουτουϖ ινα συνεργοι γινωµεψα τη
αληψεια

The reason for extending hospitality is given here.  Those who went forth to preach the
gospel did not have with them an American Express card or Visa Gold card.  Rather, they
depended on the love and hospitality of the believers to whom they visited for shelter and
food.  Those who showed hospitality to them partook of their labors and in fact became
fellow helpers of those who preached the word.

9 I wrote unto the church: but Diotrephes, who loveth to have the preeminence among
them, receiveth us not.

10 Wherefore, if I come, I will remember his deeds which he doeth, prating against us with
malicious words: and not content therewith, neither doth he himself receive the brethren,
and forbiddeth them that would, and casteth them out of the church.

εγραθα τι τη εκκλησια αλλ ο φιλοπρωτευων αυτων διοτρεφηϖ ουκ επιδεχεται ηµαϖ
δια τουτο εαν ελψω υποµνησω αυτου τα εργα α ποιει λογοιϖ πονηροιϖ φλυαρων
ηµαϖ και µη αρκουµενοϖ επι τουτοιϖ ουτε αυτοϖ επιδεχεται τουϖ αδελφουϖ και
τουϖ βουλοµενουϖ κωλυει και εκ τηϖ εκκλησιαϖ εκβαλλει

Whereas Gaius showed true hospitality, another named Diotrephes would not extend a
welcome to the true messengers of the gospel.  He did this because he wanted to have the
preeminence in the church.  Apparently he thought of himself as someone important, and as
a result desired to control the church and be the one with the final say in matters.  By
refusing to receive the messengers of John, he refused to receive John.

Not only did Diotrephes reject the messengers of the gospel, but he forbade anyone in the
church from extending hospitality to them.  In other words, it wasn’t enough for him to reject
the messengers, he did not want anyone else to receive them either.  Those that did, he
threw out of the church!

11 Beloved, follow not that which is evil, but that which is good. He that doeth good is of
God: but he that doeth evil hath not seen God.

αγαπητε µη µιµου το κακον αλλα το αγαψον ο αγαψοποιων εκ του ψεου εστιν ο
κακοποιων ουχ εωρακεν τον ψεον

John exhorts Gaius to not follow the pattern of Diotrephes, but to follow the one who is good
and who receives the messengers of God and treats them with hospitality.

12 Demetrius hath good report of all men, and of the truth itself: yea, and we also bear
record; and ye know that our record is true.

δηµητριω µεµαρτυρηται υπο παντων και υπο αυτηϖ τηϖ αληψειαϖ και ηµειϖ δε
µαρτυρουµεν και οιδαϖ οτι η µαρτυρια ηµων αληψηϖ εστιν

One such person to be emulated was Demetrius.  Unlike Diotrephes whose reputation
preceeded him for evil, this man’s reputation preceeded him for good.  John commends him,
and encourages Gaius to hang in there and exhibit the same kind of behavior as that of
Demetrius.
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13 I had many things to write, but I will not with ink and pen write unto thee:

14 But I trust I shall shortly see thee, and we shall speak face to face. Peace be to thee.
Our friends salute thee. Greet the friends by name.

πολλα ειχον γραθαι σοι αλλ ου ψελω δια µελανοϖ και καλαµου σοι γραφειν
ελπιζω δε ευψεωϖ σε ιδειν και στοµα προϖ στοµα λαλησοµεν ειρηνη σοι
ασπαζονται σε οι φιλοι ασπαζου τουϖ φιλουϖ κατ ονοµα

As in his second letter, John closes with the hope of soon visiting Gaius personally and
encouraging him face to face.  Most likely, John will also meet with Diotrephes and call him
out due to his refusal to accept the true messengers of the gospel.


